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Huron River Press

Book Proposal Format

Authors interested in submitting proposals to Huron River Press should conform to the format detailed below.  

Cover Page 

Should include the title, author(s) name, and a table of contents for the proposal.

Introduction

The introduction should prove that the author has a solid, marketable book in development. The introduction includes three parts: 1) overview, 2) resources needed to complete the book, and 3) a short biography of the author. It is important to discuss whether the book will face any competition from previous books on the subject. In writing the introduction determine what is new and exciting about this idea or approach.

1) Overview

The overview is the most important part of the book; it is the angle on the story that should interest potential readers. It should not exceed two pages. 

2) Resources


In this section list the out-of-pocket expenses you estimate needed to complete the book. This should include travel, rights and reproduction fees for use of photography, new photography, etc.

3) About the Author(s)


In one page or less, detail your credentials and experience as related to this book project. Do not feel compelled to detail every award you have ever won. Be brief. 

Promotion

The promotion plan is comprised of two parts: the audience for the book and the marketing plan. Offer a detailed and realistic discussion of expected consumers. Then, describe a plan on how to reach these potential readers. Offer a detailed discussion of your pre-launch, launch, and post-launch strategy. The more detailed this section is, the easier it will be for Huron River Press to assess the merits of the project. 

Outline

The outline should include a double-spaced list of chapters that will provide the editor(s) with a brief overview of the book Include any back matter (tables, charts, appendices, bibliography, etc.) in this list. 

List of Chapters 


In a paragraph to a page, outline each chapter, proving that there is a book's worth of material on the subject. Each chapter should have a title. To give the editor the quick essence of the chapter, begin the description with a one-sentence overview. Estimate how long each chapter will be (number of words). Finally, detail what kind of back matter you plan to include in the book (appendices, a bibliography, statistics, etc.)

Sample Chapter


A sample chapter will provide the editors a writing sample, and how the author is approaching the subject of the book. It is not required for a proposal to be reviewed, but it would be a useful addition. 
This format is derived from Michael Larsen's How to Write a Book Proposal (Cincinnati: Writer's Digest Books, 1997).  It is an extremely useful source for writers, and Huron River Press highly recommends that authors read it when preparing the book proposal.

Please submit book proposals to:

Huron River Press

Attn: Book Proposals

PO Box 7797

Ann Arbor, MI 48107-7797

The review process of book proposals at Huron River Press is thorough, which may require up to six weeks for a response to the submission of a proposal. 

